
  

Dear Friends, 

 Almost forty years ago, I spent a little over a month on a 

small double gaff-rigged open sailboat for five weeks. About a 

dozen of us lived and slept on that exposed boat without any 

shower, sink or toilet. That meant every drop of water we had 

was for drinking only. Even though water surrounded us 

everywhere on the ocean and we were able to swim, we never 

got to really wash, at least not in a way that left you feeling very 

clean. After a few days, the need for a proper shower was most 

evident. But with time, the need became less noticeable, or more likely, we were no 

longer aware of how dirty we had become. All these years later, I don’t really 

remember minding being so unkempt. What I do remember, though, was the first 

shower at the end of my time on the boat. Feeling fresh water running down on my 

face, I quickly regained an appreciation for potable water. I’m not sure that is the 

way I thought about it then; I was simply grateful that the water was clean.  

 Seventy-one percent of the world is covered by water. With all that water, ten 

percent of the world’s people still don’t have access to clean water. That’s a big deal. 

Over half of your body and mine are made up of water. That’s more than anything 

else. Without water, we wouldn’t be here at all. Water is the first thing scientists look 

for when considering whether or not a distant planet has the potential to sustain life.  

Without water, there wouldn’t be life at all. Jesus knew water is central to our 

existence. That’s why he said he gave living water. Water sustains us in life. This 

“living water” was and is to sustain throughout and beyond time. Just consider how 

many times you have already used water today. You likely started your day by 

brushing your teeth, at least we hope you did. In the last twenty-four hours, most 

everyone has washed at the sink, showered or bathed. We probably cooked with 

water, cleaned with water, and all of us drank water. 

 Water is not only the giver of life, for people of the Christian faith, water 

renews life. That’s what we’re told in baptism, that God washes away whatever ill or 

blight there is within us. The waters of baptism don’t literally clean us (if that were 

the case, we’d need a full pool in the sanctuary for complete immersion). Instead, the 

water marks us and reminds us that our God is a renewing God who will embrace us 

always – period. 

 That’s why we gave out over a thousand little bottles on Easter so that you 

could bring back water that is especially meaningful to you. (If you didn’t get a 

bottle, you can pick one up at church or simply use any small bottle of your own 

choosing.) We will collect all the water on September 17 and then use the water 

throughout the coming year for baptisms. For those who are wondering, there is no 

need to fear, we will be sterilizing the water and making sure it is pure for every use.  

We already have water from the Jordan River, Antarctica, Florida, Arkansas, Hudson 

Springs Park, rain water and so much more.  

 I hope you will make sure to collect water from a place that helps heal your 

spirit and share it with us so that your water can be a part of our holy water for the 

coming year. In the meantime, may these waning weeks of summer be blessed ones 

for you. 

Always, Peter 
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Doing & Being 
 When you last heard from me on these pages of the church newsletter, I was at 
the beginning of a three-month sabbatical leave. For church leadership, a sabbatical 
means the pastor takes some extended time away from the congregation after a cer-
tain number of years of service. As I noted in the May newsletter, some pastors take 
the chunk of sabbatical time all at once while others choose to break up their time 
away a month or so at a time. However it happens, it’s a gift, and one I am grateful to 
have experienced these last few months. Thank you for allowing me the time to step 
away from ministry and take time for rest and renewal. 
            Several years ago, an instructor in a pastoral care class reminded us students 

that we are human beings first, not human “doings.” The point seemed obvious to understand but an elu-
sive one for most people to live. The instructor noted how we humans can become so occupied with doing
-doing-doing, going-going-going, working-working-working, that we fail to take time to stop and just be. 
What does the psalmist tell us? “Be still and know that I am God” (Ps. 46:10).   
            I had mostly forgotten about that class session in which we discussed being instead of doing, but 
that point hit me hard during my sabbatical. Since junior high, I have worked full-time or been a full-time 
student, and usually also working part-time as a student. For over 25 years, I had been a human doing 
and had taken little time to be a human being. Suddenly, I had three months in front of me to be a human 
being. At first it seemed exhilarating—the time was mine, and I could do what I wanted with it. Yet, as I 
settled into my time away from work and ministry, I became a little uncomfortable. “Who am I if I’m not 
working?” was a question that nagged me, and still does to some extent. In our fast-paced world that 
keeps us doing-doing-doing, going-going-going, working-working-working, to go against the grain and 
just be takes some time and practice.   
            Thank goodness God calls us to be who we are, just as we are, and gives us the grace to learn and 
re-learn this over and over throughout our lives. God loves us for who we are, not what we do, and our 
value and worth come from whose we are—children of God, followers of Jesus—named and claimed as 
beloved, as disciples of Christ.   
            As I return to church to pick up my responsibilities of doing, I also come humbled by the fact that I 
am a human being first and foremost, as we all are. My hope and prayer for myself, and all of us, is that 
we find time to be amid all our doing; and in just being, may we find rest and peace in our loving God’s 
presence with us.   

General Synod 
 I spent a week of my sabbatical in Baltimore, Maryland, for General Synod, the biennial gathering 
of our denomination, the United Church of Christ. UCC members, guests, and denominational leaders 
gathered from across the country to be church together—to take care of structural and governance busi-
ness, to listen to one another in our struggles to be church together amid our differences, to share stories 
of God’s grace and power in our ministries, to see where God is calling us next in our work of loving 
neighbor, and to worship together. 
            While I appreciate and understand the value of the business agenda that dominates a major portion 
of General Synod, what feeds me most is time spent reconnecting with people I’ve met across the country 
in my time in the UCC and time together in worship. I know the Bible says that wherever two or three are 
gathered, there Christ is, but there is something knock-you-over holy about 2000-plus people in worship 
together—singing together, praying together, sharing at the Table together. The Holy Spirit did her thing 
most powerfully in the time of Holy Communion during the Sunday afternoon worship service of Synod.  
As we shared the bread and cup, as we sang “One Bread, One Body” (led by our own Tom Scott who 
served as Music Director for General Synod), in that time of worship, indeed it seemed we were one—one 
body, united in Christ. Despite the differences that exist in the UCC, despite the disagreements that can 
loam large at times, we were—and still are—one.   
            There are certainly other dealings and happenings to share from General Synod, but that worship 
experience reminded me what matters most is our unity in Christ, our desire to live in love, and our com-
mitment to serve one another and this world in love. May it be so. 

Peace, Jeanette 
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 In these long warm days of summer when activities slow down somewhat 

and many are on well-earned vacations, some of my time has been spent considering 

diversity in our culture and world. So many things are happening that are upsetting 

and raise fears in so many of us. Our summer adult study group just completed a 

four week discussion of the book, “Fear of the Other” by William H. Willimon which 

dealt with the issues and problems in engaging those we see as different from us. As 

Christians we were challenged in our faith to risk engagement as those called to ex-

press God’s inclusive love and acceptance. 

 We in fact live in a diverse culture and world. Our country has many genera-

tions of immigrants who have come to our shores for participation in the same freedoms our first genera-

tion immigrants gained in establishing this republic. Our heritage was enriched by the various traditions 

they maintained, our religious life was enhanced by the common values held, even those expressed in 

different forms. Unfortunately too, because of our human frailties, there have also been differences raised 

out of needs to be the ones who have the only truth and so to be superior which have caused exclusion of 

those who seem so different. 

 I believe that to live with diversity we need to place our confidence in the commonality of loving 

God and neighbor rather than in the completeness by which any human religious formulation, including 

our own, is totally correct. It is to believe and trust that people can be transformed by a change of the spirit 

- a stance that can occur when persons who want to exclude others come in personal contact with those 

with whom they disagree and discover that they are accepted and respected. 

 This kind of transformation occurred to Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus. His conversion 

consisted of a repudiation of the demand for conformity and the adoption of a new perspective. Without 

such engagement of openness to the other, namely Jesus, he would have never been moved from an exclu-

sive tradition to a significant inclusive view of the value of others. 

 Individual faith stances are important - as long as they do not demand conformity. Each person 

should be free to give expression to the ultimacy of the faith that for them provides life meaning. But God 

alone, not any person attempting to be a surrogate for God, knows the hearts and souls of other believers.  

If God does not cast out those whose views may be incorrect, who are we to think it’s up to us to do so?  

As Christians our responsibility is to express Christ’s love to others in the way that God loves us. The con-

sequence may well be that they may ask us more about the basis of the hope and love displayed. 

Blessings, Dick 

Courtyard Cross 
A recent addition to the 9:00 am Courtyard Worship Services on Sunday include 
a stunning wall-mounted cross, designed by Joel Ross, Mike Marshall and a col-
laborative effort with the artists of Beyond Borders in Haiti. The vine design 
comes from the cross as a tree of life ... the beautiful cherry woodwork done by 
Mike is symbolic of the tree. The vine is a sign of eternal life while the metal cross 
elements represent the beauty of the earth ... exemplified by how the Haitians, 
with very little resources, can make something of beauty from discarded materi-
als. The gold medallion is about the magnificence of creation and the universe ... 
the shape represents the circle of the four seasons ... the leaf design, the sun 
shape, the snowflake patterning and the concentric flower. At the center is the 
medallion is the eye of God ... watching and guiding us. 

During the week, the cross can be found hanging on the wall in the area just out-
side the Alcove. 
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Adult Faith Formation 

 

John 2:13-16 
 It was nearly time for the Jewish Passover celebration, 

so Jesus went to Jerusalem. 14 In the Temple area he 

saw merchants selling cattle, sheep, and doves for sac-

rifices; he also saw dealers at tables exchanging foreign 

money. Jesus made a whip from some ropes and chased 

them all out of the Temple. He drove out the sheep and 

cattle, scattered the money changers’ coins over the 

floor, and turned over their tables. Then, going over to 

the people who sold doves, he told them, “Get these 

things out of here. Stop turning my Father’s house 

into a marketplace!” 

 

Jesus got angry?  

This passage seems to point to the fact  

That Jesus got ANGRY! 

 

You see, some things are worth getting ANGRY 

about! 

 

Every year in the U.S., between 300,000 and 

400,000 American children are victimized by sex-

trafficking, according to the U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security. 

 

Over 4.7 million women in the U.S. experience 

physical violence by an intimate partner every 

year.  

 

According to the United States Department of 

Agriculture (USDA), 13.1 million children under 

18 in the United States live in households  

where they are unable to consistently access  

enough nutritious food necessary for a healthy 

life. 

 

Yes my friends, these stats should anger us …   

Because some things are worth getting ANGRY 

about!!! 

 

The next time you get angry,  

Because you misplaced your cell phone …  

Because you got a flat tire …  

 

Stop and ask, is this really worth getting angry 

over 

OR are there bigger issues,  

That I should be directing my  

ANGER  

PASSION 

ENERGY 

 

My friends, Jesus got ANGRY 

Because some things are worth  

Getting angry about!  

 

Be Blessed My Friends, 

Steve 

Fear of the Other and Future Offerings  
Over twenty adults participated in Dick Clewell’s four-week study on the book “Fear of the Other”  

by William Willimon. The Adult Ed Board is putting together new offerings for the  

next calendar year! Please email Nikki Wingerson (nikki1@uakron.edu) or Steve Hockstra 

(shockstra@hudsonucc.org) with suggestion, ideas or thoughts.  

Does God Get ANGRY?  

mailto:nikki1@uakron.edu
mailto:shockstra@hudsonucc.org
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Youth Ministries 

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
D&D IS BACK AND BETTER THAN EVER!  Join us every Wednesday after 

school from 3-5:00 pm in the Youth Room. Our first meeting is August 26 (one week 

after school starts). We will have games, discussions, and of course, plenty of food. The 

first week we’ll walk together. Meet Callie outside the middle school cafeteria right 

after school and we will head over to church. After that first week, students should go 

directly to church. No registration is necessary and friends are always welcome. See 

you there! 

CHALK THE WALKS Did you know the third Tuesday in August is Chalk the 

Walks day? “Chalk the Walks is a project of The Joy Team — just another way to spread joy, optimism and 

inspiration. The idea is to write positive messages on your sidewalks, driveways and parking lots in plain 

old sidewalk chalk.” Join us Tuesday, August 15 at 3:00 pm (the day before school starts) to create some 

good back to school vibes for all the returning middle schoolers. We’ll meet right outside the cafeteria. 

Chalk will be provided.  

CONFIRMATION - If you are entering 8th grade you are also entering your confirmation year. If you 

haven’t already, please register online at http://hudsonucc.org/#/youth/confirmation and join us for a year 

of exploring and confirming your faith. Our first meeting will be Sunday, September 17 at 11:30 am. Con-

tact Callie or Steve with any questions.   

 

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

IMPACT MOVING TO SUNDAY NIGHTS - After much discussion and deliber-

ation, the Youth Board has decided to move IMPACT from Tuesday nights to Sunday 

nights. The Youth Board hopes this change will better accommodate the busy sched-
ules of our high school students and their families. We will meet on Sunday nights 
from 6:00-7:30 pm in the Youth Room, hopefully giving students plenty of time after 
Impact to finish up any last-minute homework they may have left for Sunday night. 

Freshmen … High school can be a bit scary and overwhelming. To help with the tran-

sition into our high school ministry, on August 13 we will have a Freshmen ONLY Impact at 6:00 pm in the 

Youth Room. This will give ninth graders an opportunity to check out what Impact is like. 

Impact is back on a NEW NIGHT and TIME!  Impact kicks off Sunday, August 20 at 6:00 pm! It will be a 

great night of games, food, friends and faith! We look forward to reconnecting with everyone in our Impact 

Fam!  

FALL RETREAT - High School students will head to Cuyahoga Valley National Park September 30 to 

October 1 for our Fall Retreat. There will be more details about the Fall Retreat and how to sign up at our 

Impact gatherings starting in August.   

 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 
Gennesaret Soup Kitchen - Saturdays, August 5 and September 2, 9:00 am - 2:30 pm. Don’t miss the op-

portunity to serve at Gennesaret on the first Saturday each month. This is a great opportunity for all of our 
youth, both middle and high school. If you would like to help serve, contact Jeff Wells (jeffreylwells@gmail.com) or 
Scott Hooker (mrscotthooker@yahoo.com) to sign up! 

http://thejoyteam.org/
http://hudsonucc.org/#/youth/confirmation
mailto:jeffreylwells@gmail.com
mailto:mrscotthooker@yahoo.com
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Children’s Ministries 

JOIN THE WONDERFUL  

WEDNESDAY GANG! 

All children Kindergarten through 5th grade 

(2017-18 school year) are invited to be part of 

Wonderful Wednesday - and all of the great 

things we are going to do including the Christmas 

Pageant and a great Spring Musical! Hope to see 

you on Wednesdays starting August 23 from 5:00-

6:30 pm for dinner, rehearsals, games and crafts! 

Plan to attend our Wonderful Wednesday rallies on Sundays, August 13 and/or 

August 20 in Fellowship Hall after the 9:00 and 10:30 services for more information 

and to sign up for all the fun! If you have questions, please contact Katie 

(kmorgan@hudsonucc.org). 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 
Don’t miss it: Sunday, August 13 

9:00 & 10:30 Worship Services 

Come to Church ... bring your backpack ... be ready for a fabulous 2017-18 

school year!  All children (PK-?) may come to worship through the Chil-

dren’s Message to have their backpacks blessed, not just 1st-5th graders! 

Youth and adults are invited to participate. 

Fall Sunday School is coming! Can YOU help? 
We are looking for some friends who would be willing to be a Teacher or Shepherd for the upcoming 

school year. Can you help? Fall Sunday School starts August 20 and we need the spots below filled.  

Please contact Katie (kmorgan@hudsonucc.org) for more information and if you can help! 

 

9:00 and 10:30 services for 1st-5th graders: 

Pray-per-view Teacher 
     (only one Sunday—August 20) 

Tabernacle Teacher  

Fun and Godly Stuff Teacher 

Our Acts Teacher 

Thou Art Teacher 

1st grade Shepherd 

2nd grade Shepherd 

3rd grade Shepherd 

4th grade Shepherd 

5th grade Shepherd 

Toddler 3-K: 

 9:00 Storyteller and Crafts Teacher 

 9:00 Toddler 3-K Shepherd 

 10:30 Storyteller Teacher  

 10:30 Craft/Activity Teacher 

 10:30 Toddler/Preschool Shepherd 

 10:30 PreK/K Shepherd 

mailto:kmorgan@hudsonucc.org
mailto:kmorgan@hudsonucc.org)
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https://firstserve2017.eventbrite.com/
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https://firstserve2017.eventbrite.com/


9 



10 



11 

 The United Church of Christ General Synod 31 is now in the books. It was 

an amazing experience. For the first time ever, we had a “house choir.” Twenty-two 

singers from Catawba College in Salisbury, North Carolina, a UCC-affiliated school, 

joined us for the week. It was a true joy to work with them, and work we did! Not 

only did I travel down to North Carolina to rehearse with them before Synod, but once on site, we re-

hearsed another four hours a day. They were absolutely wonderful and added so much to worship. We 

got tons of positive comments not only for their singing, which was terrific, but for their overall positive 

and joyful attitude as leaders of song. We sang repertoire ranging from the early 1500’s to pieces that 

were written this past year. Their flexibility and eagerness to learn was admirable and if they are the fu-

ture of the UCC, we have little to worry about. 

 We were also blessed to have a lot of talent on the stage. Sac au lait, a local Dixieland band, opened 

Synod on Friday afternoon, the first time that we have begun Synod with worship. Since our theme for the 

Synod was “This is the river that makes glad the city of God” (Ps. 43), their Dixie sound was an infectious 

and joyful way to begin our work together. Early Saturday morning, we led a traditional morning prayer 

with Jody Blaine Davis at the organ. Jody is the music director of a church in New England and the presi-

dent of the UCC Musicians Association. 

 Sunday was the big liturgy of the week, with a brass quintet, handbell choir, full rhythm section 

(including our own drummer, Dustin May) and 100-voice choir. It was truly magnificent worship. I can 

tell you right now that Carly Simon’s Let the River Run will be our big anthem for World Communion 

Sunday this October! And, as usual, we sang music that ran the gamut from Renaissance to Paul Simon, 

from J.S. Bach to some of my own arrangements. Since it was the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, 

we ended the service with a rousing arrangement of A Mighty Fortress by Martin Luther. Many veterans 

of General Synod told me that it was the loudest congregational singing they had ever heard. My friends, 

Protestants know how to sing! 

 Monday and Tuesday are long work days for the delegates. Monday night, we did a simple and 

yet profound worship service to close the day, ending with River by Leon Bridges. The Catawba Choir 

provided several high-quality soloists throughout the week, and we heard two of them that evening.  

 We ended Synod early since it was on the 4th of July and historic fireworks were going to begin 

after dark at Ft. McHenry in the Inner Harbor (Francis Scott Key would have been proud.) We utilized a 

traditional Gospel style for the closing worship service, and for the members of Synod, it was truly a very 

powerful and moving experience!  

 Just for the record, I brought back a copy of the new Bluegrass Hymnal as well as music from the 

Gospel service, and lots of other ideas that you will see over the coming year. The whole experience was 

very exciting and extremely exhausting. The next General Synod is June 21-25, 2019 in Milwaukee, Wis-

consin and I can’t wait to discover, create and perform the music for that Synod. And sample the beer, 

brats and cheese ... 

See you in church!  Tom 

Music Ministries 
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Health Ministries 

“God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him  

as you have helped his people and continue to help them”.   ~  Hebrews 6:10 

Summit Lake Neighborhood and First Serve 

 The Summit Lake neighborhood is one of those areas in Akron with a forgotten 

history and preconceived notions from outsiders that are not always accurate. Formed 

around the 100-acre natural inland lake, this area has quite a history. Boats on the Ohio-

Erie Canal came down from Cleveland, then up 400 feet to Summit Lake; the boats as-

cended the water locks like rungs on a ladder, continuing southward on towpaths to 

Portsmouth and the Ohio River. Then came the rubber companies clanging and humming with rubber 

workers in the Rubber Capital of the World relaxing on weekends at the lakeside beaches and amusement 

parks. The beach and parks would draw people by the thousands! But as the lake was used as coolant and 

effluent for the rubber industry, the lake grew darker, the parks and beaches closed.  

 Goodyear, Firestone, and Goodrich, the big three tire and rubber companies took their production 

talents elsewhere which was bad news for the United Rubber Workers but good for the lake, which re-

ceived a second breath. 

 Today it is an area that struggles and is defined by the USDA as a food desert. But it also has a 

strong sense of community, partially orchestrated by organizations such as OPEN M, South Street Minis-

tries, Catholic Workers and Let’s Grow Akron, which have been ingrained into the area for over twenty 

years. It is Akron’s most diverse neighborhood. Eighty-three percent of the population is equally split be-

tween White and African-American with the remaining population “other racial and ethnic groups”. There 

is a diverse religious influence, too, all of which seem to share the same goal—COMMUNITY OUT-

REACH—bringing people together, feeding people, providing jobs and connecting people to resources. 

 Akron was awarded millions of dollars as part of the “Reimagining the Civic Commons” to get 

people to rethink Summit Lake as a destination. It is a great area with much potential for people to enjoy. 

On September 10, FCCH’s “First Serve” will once again unite us with the Islamic Society of Akron and 

Kent and Temple Beth Shalom as we dedicate the day to the Summit Lake area projects. This is our chance 

to contribute and reach out beyond our Hudson borders to create change. I hope to see you there! 

In His Name, Kathy 

August FYI (Feeling Young Inside) Everyone is invited! Monday, August 21 at noon, FYI will meet in 

Fellowship Hall for lunch followed by a presentation by guest speaker, Dan Rice. Dan, Ohio & Erie Canal 

Coalition President and Chief Executive Officer, has been working closely with our First Serve Committee 

helping to identify projects for this day of service.  

 Dan will share his presentation which includes a brief history of the Ohio & Erie Canal, the Summit 

Lake region and the mission of the Ohio & Erie Canalway Coalition. This presentation is excellent and will 

give a great overview of the Summit Lake area and how our efforts with First Serve, our church’s day of 

service, will contribute to the overall wellbeing of this community. Sue Wimer will also be available to an-

swer any questions you might have about First Serve and how you can sign up to volunteer. Sign up by 

contacting Kathy at kyeakley@hudsonucc.org.  

mailto:kyeakley@hudsonucc.org
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Building Relationship-Based Partnerships in Service 

An Appalachian Service Project Story by Brad Baldwin 
 
 Appalachian Service Project (ASP) 2017 was exceptionally special as 99 participants from the Hudson 
community rolled into Lincoln County, WV, ready to put “Love In Action.” We never know what the accommo-
dations will be, what projects we will tackle or what families we will serve … but every year our youth amaze me 
with their exuberance to serve. You have the combination of experienced youth, who live for this week all year 
long, and first-timers that take every breath with anticipation. The excitement is over the top … TO SERVE! 

 On our first morning prior to heading to our family missions, we circle up in front of the center to sing, 
pray and get final instructions. This is when you start getting the feeling that God has put you in this exact mo-
ment to live out “Love In Action.” ASP staff connected us to fourteen wonderful families that trusted us with 
their homes and their livelihood. We want to make a difference, but we are not quite sure how this will happen.  

 As we wind our way thirty minutes from the center, with hairpin turns up and down the mountains, I 
begin to wonder how anyone could live in such a rural area. I mean, the nearest Wal-Mart is 45 minutes away! As 
we pull up, the eyes draw you to the weathered trailer with years of patchwork. But what we cannot immediately 
see is the love and friendship we are about to embark on with the Adkins family. 

 This mountainside (called Big Ugly Mountain) is the home of Gloria and Okie Adkins, who have lived 
there most of their married life. They raised three children on this mountain, of which two daughters, Rachel and 
Angie, now want to make their home on the same property. They have few material things, but what they have is 
“family and love for each other.” As we begin to meet everyone, including six beautiful kids, the goat, the pig, 
the puppies, the bunny, and the roosters, we immediately feel God’s presence over us. And at this point, we start 
to understand that maybe our eyes can be deceiving. Yes, they need some repairs to keep them safer, warmer, 
dryer on the outside … but on the inside,  they already have a family foundation that many strive for. 

 With such a large family and three homes in different stages, we were lucky to share this experience with 
three other crews.  It’s not often that 28 FCCH servants work to serve on a three-family work site together. The 
groups worked in 90 degree heat for five days to install siding, replace a roof and install new windows. 

 But our youth will probably talk more about the bond that overcame them serving the family. We cele-
brated birthday parties, had a piñata, and played in the creek. By the end of the week, the hardest thing for any of 
us was “to say goodbye.” The Adkins are now a part of our FCCH family and we will never forget the blessing 
they gave us! They inspire us to love … to serve … to be better Christians.  In the end, we find we get so much 
more back than we give and we leave humbled by God’s grace He gives us all. 

 ASP 2017 … Thank you for facilitating such a great mission. And thank you Adkins family, for giving us 
one of the best weeks of the year! 
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Strategic Initiative Plan Update 

 The Strategic Initiative Plan is complete and the implementation process is underway. There 

are three teams (Internal Connections Team, Missions Based Team, External Connections Team) com-

prised of church members and staff working together to carry out the strategic initiatives we decided 

upon as a congregation.  

The Internal Team: “Connecting people to faith and community” Focused on the strategic initiative of 

getting people where they need to be for their faith to grow. The team is developing ways to better 

know and understand the members of the faith community within these walls, and to help them to 

find their way within the church. Strategies are being developed for our visitors, newer members, as 

well as long term members.  

The initial focus is on our visitors and includes strategies to: 

• Identify visitors  

• Welcome visitors as they sit in our pews 

• Communicate a vibrant positive feeling from our members 

• Invite and encourage further connection engagement with us  

The Mission Team: “Building relationship-based partnerships in service” Tasked with the continued nur-

turing toward service as we follow the example of Jesus Christ. To work to increase participation in 

these partnerships so our faith community is guided towards an active life of service. Key initiatives 

are solid communications, increased participation, envisioning and developing new ideas for mission 

activities. 

The three priorities and action items currently being developed are: 

• Create a resource center – physical and virtual 

• Reduce barriers to volunteering starting with First Serve 

• Target FCCH groups for outreach projects 

The External Team: “Sharing our story” Responsible for developing ways to share the story of who we 

are, and what we do in the greater community and area, as well as welcoming those outside these 

walls to participate in our faith community. They have identified over forty ways we currently reach 

out beyond these walls including print, digital, personal, outside groups, networking, and program-

matic. Each category was analyzed for strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats. Work is un-

der way to develop a more strategic approach to external communications that will allow us to better 

communicate who we are, what we do, and what we have to offer.  

This strategy includes the use of: 

• Digital communications 

• Targeted advertising 

• Ambassadors 

• Signage 

 We will continue to update the congregation on our progress. We look forward to your contin-

ued support and will be announcing opportunities for involvement soon. 

Your Strategic Plan Communications team,  

Jack Dupre, Trip Kern, Emily Lopick, and Sue Wimer 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
9:00, 10:30 and 11:59 am  Worship 

Live Stream of 10:30 and 11:59 
services at our website and Facebook Live 

  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 
Phone (330) 650-4048 

Fax (330) 656-1760 
www.hudsonucc.org 

CLERGY 
The Rev. Dr. Peter M. Wiley, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jeanette Brodersen, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Dr. Richard Clewell, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Steve Hockstra, Associate Pastor of Youth & Adult Ed 
 

PROGRAM STAFF 
Dee Buchanan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 

Katie Morgan, Associate Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 

Callie Baylor, Middle School Coordinator 

Amy Baldwin, Youth Ministry Assistant 

Dr. Thomas Scott, Director of  Music Ministries 

Charlotte Beers Plank, Organist 

Kristin Brandyberry, Cherub Choir Director 

Sue Wimer, Director of Stewardship and Outreach 

Kathy Yeakley, Director of Health Ministries  

Emily Lopick, Director of First Connect 
 

ADJUNCT CLERGY 
The Rev. Jonathan Dodson, Chaplain, Laurel Lake Retirement Community 

The Rev. Janet Ross, Mission for Haiti/Amistad Chapel 

 
 
 
 

LIKE US at  
“First Congregational Church of Hudson”  

Comment & SHARE! 

Many of our recent senior pastors have come to us from churches in western 

Connecticut. John Walbridge, who led our church from 1948 to 1962, came from 

the Wallingford Congregational Church. Then Ray Phibbs, our pastor from 1967 

to 1979, came from the Church of Christ in Goshen, the former home of most of 

our  founding members. From 1992 to 2004, our senior pastor was Dave Buchan 

who came from the Congregational Church in Naugatuck. And Peter Wiley, our 

current senior pastor since 2005, came from the UCC Church in Brookfield. 

Whether this indicates a bias toward this region is debatable. For whatever 

reason, it’s working. Our church would not be where it is today without the 

work of these outstanding leaders.                           Frank Manak, Church Historian 

N
e

w
s

 o
f

 t
h

e
 F

e
l

l
o

w
s

h
ip

 BIRTH ~ Congratulations to: 

 Charlotte and Aidan Plank on the birth of son, Charles Ananda Plank, born July 11. 

BAPTISM ~ Congratulations to: 

Stephanie and Jon Kuznicki and brothers Wyatt and Levi on the baptism of son and brother, 

Calvin Lee on July 16.  

 DEATH ~ Our sympathies and prayers go out to: 

Bob and Marty Hills on the recent death of Bob’s sister, Eleanor Hatter.  

Donna and David Zuro, Heather, David, Drew and Courtney Heller on the recent death of 

Donna’s father, Donald Smith. 

Visit our members in Crown Center and Greenwood Care Centers at LAUREL LAKE:  

Rhea Bowen, Nancy Christensen, Grace Lewis, Ed Lutz, Ella Norder,  

Jack Spelman, Dorothy Van Buskirk 

GARDENS OF THE WESTERN RESERVE: Trudie Baughman 

GRANDE VILLAGE RETIREMENT: Ruth Stilson, Mary Gergely 

THE GABLES OF HUDSON: Vicki and Bill Butler, Martha Crichton, Doris Hill 

CARDINAL VILLAGE: Dick and Corky Buhler 

ANNA MARIA OF AURORA: Marlys Anderson 

http://www.hudsonucc.org/
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FINDLEY COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER 

 Findley School thanks you for all the support this past school year. We have amazing volunteers 

and donations of supplies and resources throughout the year that really make a difference to our students, 

staff and families. Our church adopted Findley Community Learning Center (an elementary Akron Public 

School) in North Hill Akron about four years ago. Most every family in this neighborhood struggles to 

make ends meet, but they love their kids and they love the school. We help fill the needs of the school … 

yes, a church helping a school … because kids matter! If you would like to be added to the Team Findley 

email list, please connect with me at pennyfam@aol.com to receive information on opportunities and needs 

at this incredible school. 

 Are you looking for a way to help Findley this summer? We will need school supplies! It is al-

ways great to get them during the summer sales. Bring your items to the church and place in the Findley 

collection bin in the hallway. 

  Small backpacks (Five Below has nice $5 backpacks)    24 pack Crayola crayons 

  Dry erase markers       Glue sticks  

  Pencils        Wide ruled loose-leaf paper 

  Wide ruled one subject notebooks 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for the support given to Findley! 

Jane Penny, Findley CLC Volunteer Coordinator 

First Congregational Church of Hudson 
47 Aurora St. • Hudson • OH • 44236 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Requested in Home Delivery July 28-31 

Find out everything you 
need to know about 

First Serve 2017 inside! 

mailto:pennyfam@aol.com

